   GENERAL LEE'S TRAIN

It was decided by the powers that be, that General Lee (who was Commander of the American Forces), should be able to travel to any part of Britain at a moment's notice, so the Great Western Railway was instructed to provide a Train consisting of enough Sleeping Cars, Dining Cars and Coaches necessary for him and his staff to live on permanently. This worked out to be 10 Coaches. Also a Steam Locomotive that was capable of Travelling long distances, together with Crews to man the Engine and Guards Van for 24 hours a day, every day.

Most of the time the Train was stationed at Kensington Station. The only work the Crew had to do was to Steam Heat the Train for warmth. The Crews generally agreed, that with very little to do for the whole 8 hour shift they were on duty, the work was very boring.

One of the advantages though, was the MEALS. Breakfast time, Lunch time and Dinner time, General Lee nearly always sent one of his staff to invite us, in turn, to go back to his Dining Car to have a meal. This was at a time during the War when rationing was at it's peak. However General Lee's Train was a Land of Plenty.

The Crew's that manned his Engine were told to be prepared to take the Train to any part of the Country at a moment's notice.

The way it was arranged, if a journey took the General's Train over a different Company's Railway, a Pilot Engine Driver would be waiting at the change over point, where one Company's Line joined the Great Western Line.

In the evening we used to watch the General's uniformed staff go into London for a night out, some bringing their lady friends back with them.






