It is necessary to explain a little about the signal system used by the G.W.R. as it is very relevant to some of the following chapters.
All the G.W.R. Railroad was divided up into sections, each section having it's own set of signals and signal boxes.
To give a rough idea, there are several types of stop signals, to name but a few, Outer Home and Inner Home signals, Starter and Advanced Starter Signals etc.,
They may or may not be a Semaphore Arm Signal, but all the above show either a Red or Green Light.
The number of the above Stop signals in any given section, depends on the length and configuration of lines in the section.
A Distant Signal is very different, in as much as it is not a stop signal, it shows a yellow or green light only, and signifies to the driver that the next section of stop signals are either on or off. This distant signal is set some distance before entering the next section, it is a most important signal because it controls the Automatic Train Control System, through a ramp set between the lines, which operates a trip on the oncoming locomotive. If the distant signal is showing green, then it rings a bell in the engine cab on the Automatic Train Control System. If the distant signal shows yellow, it sounds a siren and automatically commences to put the brakes on the engine/train, the Driver must then cancel the warning to release the brakes, by operating a lever on the Automatic Control System.
At the time, this system of Automatic Train Control used on the G.W.R. only, was recognised to be the safest Steam Train Control in the country - See Fig.l.
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