    THE OFFICER'S MESS 

It was 2.OOa.m. on a Sunday morning at Swindon Station. We were working an Express Parcel Train from Bristol to Paddington, our next stop being Reading then on to Paddington. It was very dark, an Air Raid was in progress, the Signal was Green and we were waiting for the Guard's Green Light.

A voice came from the Platform "Driver, can I talk to you?" It was the voice of an Army Officer, he pleaded "I must get to London urgently, right away and there are no passenger Trains until 7.OOa.m. this morning"

The Driver replied "Ask the Guard if he will let you travel with him"

"I have asked him" he replied "He said No way, it is against regulations"

After careful consideration the Driver asked the Officer "It is very important?"

"Yes" replied the Officer.

"O.K. we will take a chance, you can travel on the Footplate with us. Wait until you see the Guard wave his Green light and get in the Train, then hop up onto the Footplate, we will take our time starting."

As we started away the Driver said to the Officer "You must stand right up in the Fireman's corner, don't get in his way. Have you a handkerchief, tie it round your neck."

Unfortunately for him we had a very rough riding Engine whose wheel tyres needed turning. This meant the Engine vibrated badly, shook coal dust and asbestos dust from the boiler packing. I tried to keep the dust down by constant watering. Unintentionally some water spray went the Officers way, so now his lovely uniform had Coal Dust, Asbestos Dust and Water Spray on it.

I dropped the Water Scoop at Goring Streetly to top up the Tender and shortly afterwards we stopped at Reading Station.

Five minutes later we left Reading Station bound for Paddington. As we passed over Slough curve Points we were travelling at about 70 m.p.h., the Engine swayed from side to side badly.

On arrival at Paddington Station the Driver said to the
Officer "Let me make sure the coast is clear before you get down"

The Officer looked a real mess. He took 6 pence out of his pocket, gave it to the Driver and said, "It's been my life's ambition to travel on the Footplate of a Steam Locomotive, but it's now my ambition, never, under any circumstances to do it again".







